
8. Reaping a Harvest 

Main message: Let's get ready to lead others to Christ. 

---------- 

Recap from session 7: Last time we discussed sowing the seed of the Gospel regularly and 
widely. In what ways has God encouraged you as you’ve sown the Gospel? 

As leader of the discussion, you may want to ask one or two in advance to be willing to 
share. Perhaps also give an example from your own life. 

---------- 

Opening question: What do you think makes someone more open to accepting the Gospel?  

---------- 

Scripture: Read John 4:28-30, 35-39.  

Question: What made the people of this town hungry to meet Jesus?  

The testimony of someone from among their community who had met Jesus.  

Question: Based on this passage, what other factors would make it more likely for many 
people in one community to trust in Jesus? 

 When the community is open to hearing the Good News of Jesus. 
 When others have previously faithfully sown the seed of the Gospel among those 

people so that we can reap. 

Question: In the light of what happened in this Samaritan town, do you believe the 
conditions in our city are ripe to expect a harvest in the coming months? Why or why not? 
What can we do to help?  

---------- 

Scripture: Read Mark 7:5-8 and Mark 12:32-34 together.  

Scribes were the professional Bible students in Jesus’ day. 

Question: In what ways was the scribe in Mark 12 different from those in Mark 7? 

 He was humble, asking questions to get to know Jesus instead of criticising his disciples. 
 He wasn’t stumbling over religious traditions. 
 He showed he had realised that God was more interested in the heart than outward 

worship.  

Question: How can you gauge whether someone is “not far from the kingdom”? 

 Are they aware of their sin, of their need of the compassion of Christ? 
 Do they want to change and be rescued by Christ? 

As Jesus said: “When [the Spirit] comes, he will convict the world of sin and righteousness 
and judgment.” - John 16:8 



---------- 

Scripture: Read John 1:12 and Acts 2:37-38 together. 

Question: If someone shows they are ready to accept Christ as their Saviour, what things 
would you say, on the basis of these verses, to help them respond to Christ? 

 “Welcome Jesus into your life and you’ll know God as your Father.” 
 “Turn from your own way of thinking and trust God.” (= Repent) 
 “Baptism is one of the first steps, can I explain what that’s about?” 
 “I’m willing to baptise you (or help arrange it).”  

---------- 

Prayer in small group: Pray for discernment to know when someone is open to accept 
Christ. And pray you would have the privilege of helping someone give their life to Jesus. 

---------- 

Great Commission challenge: Is anyone you know “not far from the Kingdom”? Encourage 
them to take the next step by believing in Jesus, repenting and being baptised. 

Leader, you may want to remind the group of this activity during the week! 

 

 

 


