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What is Sexual Immorality?
Key Bible verses used:

1 Samuel 22:2

Matthew 19:4-5

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Romans 1:28

Jeremiah 17:9

Hebrews 4:15-16

1 Corinthians 10:13

Matthew 5:27-30

Proverbs 6:27

1 John 1:8-9

Key quotes:

“Sin is like spiritual leprosy. It deadens your senses so you rip your soul to shreds and don't even feel it.”
John Piper
“Sin always costs more than you want to pay, takes you further than you want to go and keeps you longer
than you want to stay.” David Shearman
“There's more mercy in Christ than sin in us.” Richard Sibbs
“For me, the real evil of masturbation would be that it takes an appetite, which in lawful use leads the
individual out of himself to complete and correct his own personality in that of another and finally, in children
or even grandchildren and turns it back, sends the man back into the prison of himself, there to keep a
harem of imaginary partners. This harem, once admitted, works against his ever getting out and really
uniting with a real woman. For the harem is always accessible, always subservient, calls for no sacrifices or
adjustments and can be endowed with erotic and psychological attractions which no real woman can rival.
Among those shadowy brides, he is always adored and always the perfect lover. No demand is made on his
selfishness, no mortification ever imposed on his vanity. In the end, they become merely the medium
through which he increasingly adores himself.” C.S. Lewis

Questions for group discussion:

Did you expect Alfred the Great to be mentioned in this preach? More seriously, what do you think the

strengths and weaknesses were of the metaphor of the burh being like God’s Kingdom?
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What are the differences between temptation and succumbing to temptation? Why do they matter?

What are the differences between occasional sins and habitual sinning? Why do they matter?

How does basing our definition of sexual immorality on what God has said is good (faithful heterosexual

marriage and celibate singleness) help us answer the world’s questions about what we believe?

Which of the three areas of sexual immorality described (sex by yourself, sex with someone of the same

gender, sex with someone you’re not married to) would you find hardest to justify to someone who disagrees

with you?

How can you as a small group help each other to flee from sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 6:18)?

Here are some resources to help you think more deeply about each of these areas of temptation.

Sex by yourself

“Isn’t Porn Harmless?” (http://justinholcomb.com/2012/03/05/isnt-porn-harmless/), by Justin Holcomb

“Defend the City” (https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/defend-the-city), by Scott Hubbard

“One Man’s War With Lust” (http://www.samstorms.com/enjoying-god-blog/post/one-mans-war-with-lust), by

Sam Storms

Naked Truth project (http://thenakedtruthproject.com/)

Sex with someone of the same gender

LivingOut.org (http://www.livingout.org/)

SpiritualFriendship.org (https://spiritualfriendship.org/)

Is God Anti-Gay?, by Sam Allberry, 2013, The Good Book Company

“Why Would God Care Who I Sleep With?” (http://www.kings.church/bigobjections.php#mediacontent) by

Andrew Wilson

“The Bible and Same-Sex Relationships: A Review Article” (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/reviews/the-

bible-and-same-sex-relationships-a-review-article/), by Timothy Keller

“Nine Arguments for the ‘Nonaffirming’ Position on Same-Sex Relations”

(http://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/nine_arguments_for_the_nonaffirming_position_on_same_sex_relations),

by Preston Sprinkle

“Why Do We Think the Bible is Against Same-Sex Marriage?” (https://spiritualfriendship.org/2017/05/08/why-

do-we-think-the-bible-is-against-same-sex-marriage/), by Wesley Hill

“What Does Science Say About Sexuality?” (https://www.psephizo.com/sexuality-2/what-does-science-say-

about-sexuality/), by Ian Paul

Sex with anyone other than your spouse

“Normal Sex, Cat Person and Possible Futures”

(http://thinktheology.co.uk/blog/article/normal_sex_cat_person_and_possible_futures), by Jonny Mellor

“Rejecting the Industrialized Sex of ‘50 Shades of Grey’” (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/rejecting-

the-industrialized-sex-of-50-shades-of-grey/), by Joe Carter

“The Gospel and Sex” (http://www.christ2rculture.com/resources/Ministry-Blog/The-Gospel-and-Sex-by-Tim-

Keller.pdf), by Timothy Keller

“Why There Is No Such Thing as ‘Casual Sex’' (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/why-

there-is-no-such-thing-as-casual-sex/), by Dallas Willard

“Making Married Sex Mutual” (http://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/february/making-married-sex-

mutual.html), by Dorothy Littell Greco
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“Letters to A Would-Be Adulterer” (https://www.desiringgod.org/series/letters-to-a-would-be-adulterer), by

various Desiring God writers
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